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Northwest’s total joint program
earns gold seal for quality of care

SHORTER HOSPITAL
STAYS, BETTER
OUTCOMES CITED

By AL M Peranzo
ShciataTe o

he Totaljoint Program at
Northwest Medical Center
‘has earned the Gold seal
of Approval for health care
quality
“The Joint Commission, a not-
for-profit independent organiza-
tion that accreclits and cerlifies

Center s Disease-Specific Care

‘Arizona to have received that

designation.
“We sought this comprehensive,

independent cvaluation to further

enhance the safty and quality of

care we provide to the hundreds

of patients who receive hip and

knee replacements at

Northwest Medical

Center each year” said

Paul Kappelman, chief

executive offcer of the

hospital

“To earn the distinc-
tion, a disease manage-
ment program under-

viewers every two years.
‘The program is then evaluated
against the commission's san-
dards by assessing the programs
proces tsabiliy 10 evaluate and
and through inter-
s it ptients and taf.
Kappelman said the prograns
success "has been a collaborative

surgeries, including a comprehen-

sive patient education pro-
gram so patients are fully
preparcd for the surgery
End herrecoveny”
“The result, he noted,

knee or hip replacement

s.
John Maltry, MD,
who specialzes in adult
reconstructive orthope-
dic surgery; is one of the
orthopedi nswho
participates in the Total
Joint Center. Maltry said
he only does minimally
invasive total knee and

total hip surgerics that
capitalize on using the
latest in instruments

iques. e
Minmally invasive . o Walry spedalizes n aduft reconstrucive
surgery gives the same orthopedic ugery.

good work as in the past,

bul we donit cut any muscles

and we make smaller incisions.”

Maltry said “That transhatcs nfo

much shorter hospital stays or the:

patients”



